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vided with as strong and substantial a
building as his money wvill permit.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There is no harmn in
taking the rich man down!

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon, J, T. FRANKLIN: I do not kniow
to whomn Mr. Holmes refers as a rich mnan.
If he refers to himself, we all agree it
will require a smiart man to take him down.
The Bill has my wholeheaited support. It
is a step in the right direction, and I hope
members ivill realise the advisableness of
following in my footsteps. It will not
work any injury to builders. It will do
more good than harm.a

HON. L.. CRAIG (South-West) [8.28]:
I strongly oppose the second reading of
the Bill. The Factories and Shops
Act Amendment Bill was mild as milk coni-
pared with this measure, It is a terrible
Hill. I can quite understand why the
Government did not sponsor the measure.
The members of the Government are very
brave, but they have not the audacity to
introduce such a, Bill, especially with ani
election looming next year. The Bill
amazes me. In country towns there
are, as a ride, one or two builder.-
only. If the Bill be agwreed to, they
will have a monopoly for many years to
come. As Mr. R. G. Mkoore pointed out,
the board to be appointed will he purely
a one-man hoard. One man by his vote
will have the power to call up any regis-
tered builder who may do something of
which the member of the board does not
approve. With the advantage of his one
vote that board member may exercise the
power of deregistering the builder. M1r.
Franklin claims that thle Bill will improve
building operations. Anyone who calls
himself a builder to-day can, demand to be
registered. In effect, thle advocates of the
Bill say that everyone who builds houses
to-day is a competent builder. We can-
not allow legislation of that sort to go
through the House, and indeed I wonder
why the House has wasted so munch time
onl it. I hope the Bill will lie thrown out
as quickly as possible. I oppose the second
reading.

On motion by lHon. I-I. Tucker, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-ROYAL SHOW.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. 31.
Drew-Central) [8.31]. 1 Ilmove-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Thiursday niext.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned tit 8.32 p~m.

1cgislarive Bseniw
Tuesday, 814 October, 1935.

Question: Sewerage, Cilemout, septic
lations ............ ...

Mining, all leases......... ...
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Chair at 4.30

QUESTION-SEWERAGE,
CLAREMONT.

Septic Tank JaskaIlationls.

M.NORTH asked the Mlinister for
Water Supplies: Is it ineunf-bent upon a
resident in the Claremont electorate who baa,
installed and is using a septic tank, to con-
neeL up to the departmental sewers, or is it
sufficient if hie pays the annual sewerage
iTe ?

The MI11NIPSTER FOR WATER -SUP-
PL1ES replied : Connection to sewer is
compulsory. Septic tanks serve iv.c's. only
w-hereas deep sewers dispolse of all house-
hold wastes.

QUESTION-MINING-OIL LEASES.

Mr. RAPlHAEL asked the 'Minister for
M\ines : 1, Ho-w many lease.9 or prospecting
areas for oil are! in existence at present in
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this State? 2, (a) What are the names and
addresses of the holders of each lease or
p~rospecting areal (b) What is the area of
each lease or prospecting area?- (e) Where
are they situated? (d) When were they
g-ranted? 3, What action has. beeii taken to
enforce the Fulfilmlent Of the workinw con-

ditions onl these leases% or lproslpeetiilg areas?
4, If no action has been taken, wha;t action
toes he p~ropose to take?

The MINISTER FOR. -MI-NES replied:
1, 13. 2, There are thihteen (13) oil
prospectinlg areas in existence and they are
held as follows:-

No. of I Holder. I Address. Ara I calitv. Date
Area. I -_____________________ I Granted.-

sq. miles.
146H Freney Kinmberley Oil W~arwick House, St. George's 63,000 Kimberley ... 6-lUV-25

Company (1032), No Terrace, Perth
Liability

1 8611 Do. do. do. do. do. 31,400 Kimberley, W1. 20-8-2S
10611 Nicholson, Edmund James C/o. Wooramel Oil Syndi- 10,000 Cascoyne ... 3-12-28

Houghton ; Carcary, cate, Limited, Warwick
William Annand House, St. George's Ter-

race, Perth
215H1 The Woorasnel Oil Syndi. Warwickffouse,St. George's 5,000 WVooramel 19-8-29

cate, Limited Terrace, Perth River
221H Oriomno Oi, Limited _-National Mlutual Buildings, 10,000 North-West 19-9-29

350 George Street, Sydney Division
23811 Do. do. .. do. do. do. 10,000 Kimberley ... 4-3-32
241ff The Wooramel Oil Syndi. Warwick House, St. George's 4,500 Wooramel 16-8&-32

cate, Limited Terrace, Perth
242H1 Do. do. do. do. do. 500 do. .. 16-8-32
2.53Hf Frank, Edward ..- 334 Barker Road, Subiaco 10,000 Swvan .. 24-10-33
25711 Church, Harold Whitely C/o. Criterion Hotel, Hay 10,000 Gascoyne ... 5-4-34

Street, Perth
258H1 Oil Search, Limited .. National Mlutual Building, 10,000 Exmouth Gulf 23-4-34

350 George Street, Syndey
26011 Johnston, Edward Bert- 259 Adelaide Terrace, Perth 10,000 Gascoyne ... 26--6-35

2611-f Johnston, Sidney St. Maur do. do. do. 10,000 do. .. 26-6-35

(3), It is obligatory upon oil licensees to
furnish the department with regular reports
of operations. If these ar-e not satisfactory,
action canl, and often has been. taken for
cancellation of licenses. 4, Answered hr
No. 3.

BILLI--HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Ilinister for Health
and read a first time.

BILL-ELECTORAL.

In Committee.

Resumed front the 3rd October;, Mr. Slee-
man in the Chair; the M1inister for Justice
in charge of the Bill.

Clausie 20-lIisq U Aifleatioils:

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Ned-
lands had moved an amendmnent as follows-

That subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (e)
of Subeclause I be deleted.

Amnundiment p)ut and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

.Majority against . .

Mr. Boyle
Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Latham
Alr. 3icLarty
Mr. Mann

Mr. Clothier
Mr' Coverle r
Mr. Cross
Mr. Fox
Mr. Hegney
Miss Holman
.Mr. Johnson
M r. McDonald
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Millilngton
Mr. Moloney
Mr. Munsje

AYEs.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
_Nk r.

No&$,

23

.. 11

North
Patrick
Sampson
Stubbs
Thorn
Doej

Mr. Needham
M1r. Nelsen

Mr. Raphael
Alir. Recltaedc
Alr- .FC. L. Sitnlt
M r. Wan~brougl.
Mr. welss

Mr. Willeock
Mr. Wise
Mir. - Withers
Mr. Wilson

(Tefler?
Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. C. G'. LATHAM: I foresee grav e
danger if Sub-paragr-aph (iii) is allowed to
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remlain unaltered, As this is printed now
it will be possible for Asiatic half-tastes to
vote. In the interpretation clause we do not
state who a half-caste is. I have a protest
from the people of Broome pointing out the
danger of the position with regard to Malay
and Japanese crosses with aborigines. Half-
castes are to be g-iven a vote for the Legis-
lative Assembly, hut cannot go into an hotel
for a drink.

Tfie 'Minister for J ustice: They can get a
certilvatc from the director or a justice.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:. A magistrate in-
clude.s a justice of! the peace. ]n future we
mnar here political parties appointing per-
sons as justices of the peace in order to
place half-castes on the roll. I want to see
white people placed a little above half-
castes.

The Minister for Mlines: A white person
need not go before a mnagistrate in order to
get a certificate.

1-Ton. C. G. LATHAM: That is so, but
under this paragraph a Japanese or Malay'
half-caste mnay get a certificate. I mlove nn
amnidmlent-

That the following words be added to sub-
paragraph (iii) of paragraph (e) of Subelause
l:-'a who is qualified to 1w enrolled as
an elector for the Legislative Council."'

The MINIMSTER. FOR JUSTECE: I call-
not accept an amendment of that descrip-
tion. The contention by thle Leader of the
Opposition regarding hialf-castes of Asiatic
blood being entitled to he enrolled will not
stand, because the Bill contains other re-
strictions regarding persons having Asiatic
or African blood. In those circumlstanices,
the half-blood progeny of Africans or
Asqiaties would also be disqualified. There
are thousands of eligible citizens who can
have their names placed on the Legislative
Assembly roll, but are not entitled to be
enrolled for the Legislative Council.

Hon. N. Keenan: Would you restrict this
to half-bloods, the result of an association
between whites and aborigines?

The VINISTEaT FOR JUSTICE: That
is the intention.

Hon. N. Keenan: It does not sa~y so in
the B3ill.

The 'MNISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Bill provides that any person with Asiatic
,or African blood or an aboriginal is dis-
qualified from enrolment. Surely it must
follow that their progeny will also he dis-
qlualified. The intention is that the half-

blood resulting from the association of a
white and an aboriginal shall be entitled
to be enrolled, provided he secures the neces-
sary certificate. That carries out the rul-
ing of the Federal Attorney General when
be said that the half-blood mneant a person
in whom black blood did not predomninate.
I would have no objection to an amiendment
along the lines suggested by the member
for Nedlands confining the interpretation
of a half-blood to the progeny of a white
and an aboriginal.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If you were to em-
body in the definition clause anl inte~rpreta-
tion of what a half-caste shall be, it would
be all right.

The MINI1STER, FOR JUSTICE: I do
not mind if that course is followed. I amt
prepared to look into the matter to seei
whether it is necessarv to include a defini-
tion of a half-blood. The report of the
Electoral Commission contains the follow-
ing

Th'Ie proposed law relating to half-castes and
their right to exercise tilc franchise is sub-
star tin 1k that Of the Commonw111lealth. Tile
Commaonwealth electoral authorities proceed
on the basis of an opinion whichl was givenl
mnn%-yrears ago by tire then Solicitor General,
Sir Robert Gamrin, whirl, is to the elec!t that
ira If-castes oire trot aboriginal natives within
the mneaning of Section 127 of the Constitution
a -nd( that therefore hkalf-castes are not disquali-
fed, and that all pcrsons in wi-lonm aboriginal
blood preflomiintes are disqualified. Tliiis opin-
ion was sappotedl 1) the rhnen Artornev- Genr-
eral, Sir isantr isaacs, whose cormmrent thiereon
was: '"this is reasonable, and] should he fol-
lowed. ,
It is oniy a mnatter of the procedure to be
adopted. If it is desired to amend thre Bill
to miake the position reg-ardingl the half-
castes quite clear, I shall have no objection.
The procedure indicated in thle extract I
have read is the one that will he followed.
It is not usual to interpret everything that
is included in a Bill; we leave, mutch of it
to commnon sense- Nevertheless I will agree
to insert a safeguard that will have the effect
of carrying out what has been followed by
the Commonwealth for up-wards of 30 years.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: How many half-
castes are onl the roll? Absolutely none.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
are one or two in my electorate, and I1 could
namne half a dozen who are on the Common-
wealth roll.

Mr. Patrick: There are one or two on
the OGeraldton State roll.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: And
half a dozen on the Greenough roll.
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M_%r. Patrick: I know one who has gone
hush with the natives again.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Then,
of course, his name would be struck off the
roll.

Mr. Marshall: We do not give them en-
couragement to do anything- else.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not mind if the member for Nedlands moves
anl amendment aloung the lines he has sug.-
gested.

lin. N. Keenan: I will not press the
matter.

The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
lprnctive has never been abused under the
Commonwealth law.

H~on. C. G. LATHAM: As a final pro-
test, I want to point out to the Committee
what they are doing. We are giving powver
to magistrates or justices of the peace, ap-
pointed by the Governor for that purpose,
to say whether a half-caste who may apply
to be enrolled is a fit and proper person
to he enrolled. How will it work out? A
magistrate or a justice of the peace will be
appointed ait Katanning, and he will go into
all the applications received thene. An-
other will he appointed for Beverley, and
another for York. There must be hundreds
of half-castes there.

The Minister for Justice: There are not
hundreds that will make application to he
enrolled!1

Mr. Thorn: What is to stop them?
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is useless for

the Minister to pretend he is so innocent.
Then another will be appointed to deal
with applications received at Moore River.
There will be a large number at Greenough,
and then further north appointments will
have to be made at each port. This is how
it will work out. We know how candi-
dates act at election time. They will ask
these half-castes to lodge applications for
enrolment.

Mr. Wansbrough: flo you believe that
suggestionI

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I do. I know
what candidates do to-day.

Mr. Withers: Some candidates.

Hon. 0. 0. LATHAM: I do not say all
candidates; I know there are some who
would not think of doing it, but others will.
The half-castes will lodge their applica-
tions and the justiee of the peace will have
to decide (lhe question. Onl what basis will

be arrive at his decision? Will he go on
their appearance or on his knowledge of
them individually? Then. again, there
will be no similarity between the decisions
arrived at independently by these justices
of the peace. Under such conditions, I do
not know, what sort of a roll we shall have.
It is very unfortunate that we should
place half-bloods on the same footing as
the whites, particularly at this juncture.

Mr.' Rodoreda: We are not doing that.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: We are, practic-

ally speaking. We know how people of this
description can be easily influenced. The
candidate who visits them last and mak-es
the greatest number of proniises will secure
their support."

Mr. Marshall: That is how you get your
support.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM1: Nothing of the
sort. I know of only one name that np-
peared on the roll under this category nmd
I drew the electoral officer's attention fo,
it and suggested that he should make some
inquiries. As a result, the name was struck
off [ihe roll. There are too nmany half-castes'
names onl the roll now. I saw at least two
half-castes at the front who were quite
capable of doing a white man's work.
They hold themselves aloof from the abor-
igines such as those who live in inna-is,
on native reserves; yet there tire others, and
those arc the people wvho can be enrolled.

Ministerial members: N.\
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, that is what

we are telling the magistrates they c!an
do. Who is to tell the magistrate how he
is to decide the question?

Mlr. Rodoreda: A magistrate can) secure
plenty of evidence in the country districts
if he desires to reach a proper decision.

The M1inister for Health: Do you think
the magistrate would say that the man who
is living Inl a mia-mia with a gin was a
fit and, proper person to he enrolled?

Hon. C. 0. LATHAIM: I do not know
whether the Minister has ever travelled
through the back country: if he has, he
will probably know that there are some
white men living under those conditions
whose names appear on the roll.

The Minister for Justice: But there is a
distinct qualification.

Hon. C. 0. LAfl-I: I know the Cola-
niittee will pass the clause, but I want
members to understand what they are do-
ing-. The power embodied in the p;aragraph
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is bruad. I do not knoN% what "in the
prescribed manner" may mnean. It is left
entirely to the justice of the peace to say
whether the half-caste is a fit and proper
person to be enrolled. That is a very
dangerous power to place in the hands of
a jnistiee of the peace. lIt means handing
out v-otes ad lib. to the half-castes who can-
not deal with matters in the same way as
the whites. I would like to read part of
a letter of protest I received from a per-
son in Broonme. I do not know what quali-
fleations he possesses, but he says he has
lived there for 35 years and knows the
people well, their lazy mode of life and how%
impossible it is to rely upon them.
Onl behalf of those people at Broome, I pro-
pose to lodge this protest, or at least one
paragraph of it. The writer of the letter
points out that there are up there 2,000 in-
denitured Asiatics intermixed with other
coloured people, and that to-day they are
on the verge of receiving the same electoral
privileges as white meji.

The Minister for Agriculture: But to get
onl the roll, the coloured person must have
the qualification of being a fit arid proper
person.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I have told YOU
of a white man living ii' inia-mnias with
aborigines, and yet he has the right to vote.

The Minister for Agriculture: I-Low many
white men are there living in inia-timas with
ab)originles.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: At all events
there are some. If there is any qualifion-
tion at all in that paragraph (iii) I should
like the -Alinister for Agriculture to tell me
-where it is- This is handing terrific power
to justicees or the peace, a power they should
not have.

The M1INI1STER. FOR. JUSTICE: This
is not, hand1(ing a terrific powver to ordinary
justices4 of the peace. This power will be
given to a stipendiary magistrate. Of
course, the Governor may appoint a justice
,of the peace to take somie ease which is
ordinarily' reserved to a magistrate1 but the
Governor is not going to appoint every jus-
tice of the peace in the State to do tl4i
-work. It is only once in everty two or three
months thant the Governor is called upon
to appoint a justice of the peace tempor-
arily, to take the place of a magistrate be-
cause, for some good reason, that magis-
trate is not able to take a certain case. It
w-ill not he the general rule; indeed, it will
be an exception to the general rule. The

probability is that alt applications of half-
castes to get on the roll will be dealt with
by stipendiary magistrates, and I am sure
we can leave it to any of them to decide who
amlongst the half-castes are fit and proper
persons to be placed on the roll. That being
so, questionable half-castes will not apply
at all. Each application, of course, will
mean some little expense, and half-castes
of the type mentioned by the Leader of the
Opposition would not have the wherewithal.
The applications will 'be heard in open
court.

Hon. C. G. Latham: No fear, they will
not be.

The MI7iSTER FORl JUSTICE: But
they will be.

Mr. MARSHALL: There may be some-
thing in what the Leader of the Opposition
said. But it is remarkable that the hion.
member should have moved an amiendmnent
which does not touch the objectionable feat-
tires of paragraph (iii) at all. The Leader
of the Opposition says it is most objcc-
tionable to him that a half-blood shall be
entitled to enrolment; but in his amend-
meat lie says that, so long as the applicant
has the electoral qualifications for another
place, all his objections go by the board.
That is the meaning of the hion. niember's
amendment. He contends that half-bloods
by the hundred will. apply to he enrolled,
and that that would be objectionable; bult
in his amendment hie says that so long as
they have the qualifications required in
voters for another pince, he will havo 210

objection. Where is the consistenex- ini the
lion, member? On his reasoning, so long
as a half-eastW has a little block of l ' nd,
hie is more worthy of consideration than
his brother who is less fortunate in that he
owns no propert 'y at all. Why does not
the hon. memibcr move an amendment de-
lining what the magistrate shall require in
ain applicant before enrolling him? For
years past the half-castes have had the right
to be placed on the Federal roll, yet per-
Imps not more than 50 of them in the whole
State have bothered to secure enrolment. I
know a magistrate who at one time was the
resident mnagistrate at Broome. I am sure
there would he very few permitted to he
enrolled uinder this paragraph if that nmagis-
trate were still at Broomne--and I have just
as much confidence in his successor. The
Broomne letter quoted by the Leader of the
Opposition points to sinister possibilities..
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but the writer of the letter evidently did
not fully understand paragraph (iii).

Mr. Coverley: Probably it was some busy-
body female.

MrI. MARSHALL: I would not doubt
that. In the preceding clause there is set
out all the types of half-bloods that would
necessarily be excluded from the privilege.
I would have liked a stricter definition of
"half-caste," but still I am prepared to
trust the magistrates. In my electorate
magistrates have virtually tried men for
their lives. Since we give them the power
practically to condemn a man to death, we
ought to be able to trust them with the
power contained in paragraph (iii).

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: We do not give that
power to justices of the peace.

Myl. MARSHALL: Does the hon. men-
ber knowv any justice of peace who would
not be fair and honest in his interpretation
of paragraph (iii) Of course he cannot
name one. I should like to tell the writer
of that letter that while those people at
B~roomne are prepared to exploit the
poverty of the 11siatics, yet when it comes
to giving them a vote, those people sayl no.

ilr. McDonald: Do you wvant to see
Asiatics on the roll?

Mr, MNARSHALL: No, but neither do I
want to see their poverty exploited. I am
prepared to vote for anl amendment onl the
lines suggested by the Leader of the Op-
])osition, but not to support the amendment
lie has actually placed before the Corn-
inittee. I would Supp~lort thre Leader of the
Opposition in an effort to define halt-bloods
clearly, but I will not be a Party to creat-
ing class distinctioums. There are one or
twvo half-castes in thme Mlurchison wvhose
parents trip about Perth and are rather
sedate gentlemen. People are apt to be-
come sedate when they reach a position of
affluence. The half-blood who endeavours
to rise in the world should he encouraged,
but thre white who lowers himself by con-
sorting, with a g-in should be denied the
vote.

Hon. C. G. LA'fHA-V: I regret that the
mecmber for Mfurchison should have waxed
so eloquent over my amendlment. MY Tea-
aon1 for inserting a property qualification
was that it would place a man who was
prepared to adhere to some of the customs
of the whites in a p)ositionl to exercise the
franebbe. If a9 half-blood lives in a
borne, he is living under some of the con-
litions that white peop~le observe. The

clause would permit almost anyone to
make an application, and he could ap-
proach a magistrate in chambers, without
going into court.

'Mr. Wansbroughl: The magiatrate would
have to hear evidence and determine.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM.%: If that were so,
it wvould assist.

Mr. Wansbrough: Go back to the de-
finlition.

Hon. C. G. LATHA'M: The definition
does not apply to these cases. In reply
to the member for 'Murchison, let me say
that the parent of a half-caste does not
enter into the question. If the discussion
has accomplished nothing else, it might
have brought home to the Minister the
danger of the paragraph.

The Minister for Justice: It is in the
Commonwealth Act.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMI: I have not had
time to investigate that point, but before
the third reading I shall clear up the
doubt.

The 'Minister for Justice: Anyone with-
out a predominance of black blood can be
enrolled.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is probably

a1 ruling by the Federal Attorney General.
who is going to prove it? Those people
have not a birth certificate, and many of
them have not even been registered.

Mr. Marshall: The Federal law is so
generous that it allows thle individual him-
self to decide whether he has a predomin-
ance of white b'lood. Here we impose restric-
tions. He has to give proof.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM,: Probably there is
protection ill the clause as% regards the
Asiatie-aborigia omblination. I realise
that the Minister does not desire to give the
franchise to everybody. At least he should
look into the maitter, insert a definition of
,'half-blood ,'' and instruct tile magistrates
that comnIonsense should be exercised be-
fore extending the franchise.

Mr. Rodoreda: Provide for a magistrate
uinder this provision, not a justice of the
peace.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We could p~rovide
that a magistrate in this instance shall niot
include a justice of the peace.

Mr. MARSHALL: T suggest that the
Leader of the Opposition withdraw his
amendment in favour of one to add to the
parag-raph "provided that a half-blood shall
have a predominance of white blood."
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Thle MINSTER FOR JUSTICE: If one
were a halt-blood, there would be no pre-
dominance of waite blood. The Federal
Attorney 6eneral ruled that where there
was a predominance of black blood, the
applicant was disquahified. The Electoral
Department would be guided by that ruling.
I do not know that many half-castes could
find the money necessary to test the Point ini
tihe High Court. That is hlow the law will
be administered, and( I think the paragraph
as it stands can safely be passed. The sug-
gestion of thle member for 1?oebourue might
meet the wishes of the Leader of thle Opposi-
tion, It could be provided that for this
purpose a miagistrate shall mean a stipen-
diary or resident magistrate. I do itot con-
sider thle amendment necessary,' but I ant
anxious to allay the serious ali-it of the
Leader of the Op position.

Holn. U. G. LATHAM: I ask leave to
withdraw in' amlendmlent.

Amendment, by' leave, withdrawn.

Hon. C. G. LA'lI-I-AII I mlove a,' ainetid-
uitent-

That thle following words be added to sub-
paragrapht (iii) :-'F rovided that the term

' magistrate in this section shll apply only
to a stipendiary or resident magistrate.''

Amendment put and passed; the clause;
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 22-agreed to.

Clause 23-Existing r-olls:
I-on. C. 0. LATHAUM: As we are bring-

ii. thle principal Act upl to date and tryintg

to obviate aIbuses wvhich have ocn -red, I' aisk'
tile Mlinister will hie, ats seoen as possible,
have new rolls prepa red, so that anl election

may, produce a. true reflex of the views of
the electors.

The MJ CTISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
matter does not arise under the clause, bitt
I do not mind giving the assurance desired.
Tile new rolls should hie available inl two or
three weeks.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 24-New tolls:
Air. 'MARISHALL: I have to comnplaiin of

the present state of the rolls, a moatte, which
the Bill does nothing to rectify. We go
fronm one election to another, having, only
one roll. Namnes are added, or struck off:
and addresses are changed. in the circuml-
stances, it is itiost dificult to keel) a r'ol
pure. At least oice annually a roll should

ble issued, so as to give organisations aiid
candidates a chance of knowing who is onl
the roll and who is off. it. The cheekiing
of rolls liow% is a most comnplica ted and~
laborious p~rocess.

The MI1N.ISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
hon. member will have ain op portunity to
move such anl amendment oil Clause 31. The
practice hiad been to print supplementary
rolls every six months; hut during the de-
pression that practice was ignored, and it
is still ignored.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: Would it not be
possible to combine the Council and As-
semibly rolls?7 It is only a matter of inar-
ginls. Then it would not be necessary, to
look upl two separate rolls.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 25-Names to be inscribed fronm

existing- rolls:
Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: In this, clause

the words "appear to" occur frequently. In
mly opinion they occur once too often, and
that is in Subelause 1, paragraph (b), sub-
paragraph (iii), which reads-

In the ease of Assembly rolls, who do ,iot
appear to reside at their enrdlled address in
the district.

That subparagraph afords too wide a scope0
of discretion. A person noay "appear"' to
have moved without having moved at all.
To omnit a person's name from a new roll
is tantamount to striking hint off the roll.
Under the existing law a notice has to be
seat by the Chief Electoral Officer to the
Per'soll whose name is to be struck off; and
if that Person sends inl an application to be
enrolled, his name must be placed onl the
list. in actual practice, the claim of a per-
son struck off because he appears to have
left his forner residence is still good if he
has not left; but the only way in which he
c!an he restored to the roll is by making a
new claim. This puts people to much aln-
necessary trouble. A person frequently
4 pcars' not to reside A a particular

address if thint address is in an area without
a Postal delivery. What often happens is
that ,tn enterprising firm of traders in Perth
glets hold of an electoral roll and senlds cir-
vtulars to the persons whose names and
addreszses appear thereon. The area hein~g
witliout a Postal delivery, many of these
circulars are returned through the fl em d
Letter Office. Then occasionally the firm
sends the returned letters to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, who thereupon sends ,ioticeez to
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the persons in question, which notices are
returned because of the absence of a postal
delivery; and such persons are struck off
the roll because they no longer appear to
live at the addresses stated. M1any of these
people do not get letters from one year's
end to the other; they do not even call at
the post voice to inquire for letters. Con-
sequently, they receive neither the circulars
of the enterprising Perth finin nor the
notices of the Chief Electoral Officer. That
official should send someone out to see
whether the persons referred to reside at the
addresses or not. I propose to move an
amendment striking out the words "appear
to" in the subparagraph indicated.

Mr. MARSHALL: Before the hon. mem-
her goes any further I should like to move
an amendment at the beginning of the
clause. Paragraph (a) reads, 'The names
of alt persons who appear to he qualified
shall bie inserted.'' I do not know why the.,
words ''appear to be'' occur so frequently
in the clause. It is left entirely to an olli-
cer to say whether a person is or is not a
resident at a particular place. The elau.e
deals with the preparation of newv rolls,
and I am assuming that the officer will
take the old roll and to compile the new
roll will be guided by the parag-raphi I have:
just read. That paragraph leaves the
matter entirely in the hiandt, oh' the officer.
I know of one instance where a man who
had res;ided in the Murehismn electorate for
over 25 years had his name struck off the
roll. When 1 iniquired the reason I was
informed that. a person by the samne namne
had applied for a transfer to Bunhury,
and the department thought that it was
the individual in question and therefore
struck his namre off the \Ifnrchison roll. If
I succeed in having the words "appear to
be'' struck out. I shall mnove to insert the
ivord '"are,'" and the clause wvill read, ''the
names of all persons who are qualified shall
be inserted.'' This is a strang-e clause
altogether, because a little further downi
we find that it refers to per: ons ''who
appear to be (lead.'' A person mayt he!
very much alive, but so long as he "ap-
pears to he dead'' he is 'lot entitled to
enrolment. I do not want to leave mat-
ters snebl as this to the officers of the de-
laa1lme'nt. If individuals are not qualified,
they need not he enrolled. hut if they are
qu1alified they are entitled to enrolment,

never mind about "appear to be." I move
an ainendment-

That in line .1 of paragraphi (a) "appear
to be'' be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Some
discretion is always allowed offices in
the preparation of a roll. The phraseology
is exactly the samne as that in Section 40
of the existing, Act. There niay be an in-
dividual ease of hardship such as that to
which the member for Murchison referred,
but it must be remembered that the Eke.-
toral Department deals wvit)' the names of
a hundred thousand people, and the officers
of that department do not claimi infalli-
bility. Mistakes must occur when they
are dealing with people who are moving
about the State. The interpretation here
is that all persons who are qualified shall
hie enrolled, and the position cannot be
mnade any more definite.

Hon. N. Keenan: Or any wider.
Mr. Ml[ARSHALL: I can give an instance

of what can happen. No one knows bet-
ter than the Minister for Justice that in-
dividuals are constantly going round the
metropolitan area invitingr people to affix
their signatures to petitions for publicans'
licenses. An individual whose name is on
the roll may happen to be a sustenance
worker and may be temporarily away on
some job, The canvasser reports the fact
to the Chief Electoral Offeer, and the name
is struck off, or, under the clause, it will
appear to the canvasser that the absentee
has not the qualification for enrolment.

The Minister for Justice: That is not
so.

.Mr. MARSHALL: It is so. He has not
the qualification because he does not hap-
pen to be living there just at that time.
I f my, amendment is carried the position
will he made secure for that man.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. F. C. TL. SMIlTHl I move an amend-
nilent-

That in line 2 of subparagraph (iii) of
poiragraph (h) the words ''appear to'' be
strulrk cut.

T do not think the same objection can be
raised to striking out these words as was
raised in the ease of the amendment just
disposed of. Before a person is struck off
the roll because he does not appear to
residle at the enrolled address, it is essen-
tial that there -hould he some quialifying
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protection. The non-delivery of a letter
makes it appear that a person no longer
resides there. M1any people reside in camps
on the goldfields, and they are qualified to
be on the roll. In many instances those
people never go near a post office.

Air. NEEDHAM: I support the amend-
ment. If those words remain in, they wvill
give too much latitude to the department,
and will provide continued opportunities
for people to go round the camps and secure
the removal of names from the rolls. Names
are of ten oinitted from the roll because the
residents are temporarily absent from their
doiniciles, either through being in hospital
or through working elsewhere. I know of
electors who have had the same home for
15 years, and have suddenly discovered that
their names have been removed from the
roll. The department should find out for
certaini that a person is a nion-resident be-
fore striking his name off. The amendment
will minimise the danger of qualified per-
sons having their names removed from the
roll.

Mr. LAMIBERT:, In mining districts
where there are no post offices and no regu-
lar postal services, notices may often fail
to reach the adldressees, with the result that
names are wrongfully taken, from the roll.
Too much latitude is given to the depart-
inent in these cases. 'The onus should be
placed upon it to see that all reasonable
care is taken before it is decided to strike
out names from the roll. Probably 500
electors in my district are not enrolled,
merely because they have moved from one
locality to another, temporarily or other-
wise.

The MIINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
clause wvas framed in this wvay to allow the
department to exercise a reasonable amount
of discretion. It is not claimed that every-
thing is 100 per cent. correct, because in
dealing with so many, hundreds of thous-
andis of people it is impossible to guarantee
,absolute efficiencyv. Everyv three or four
years 150,000 or 160,000 alterations have to
he made to the roll. In some electorates
more alterations are made than there are
names on the roll. If the words "appear
to" are struck out, it would mean that the
department would have to make a personal
visit to every' house concerned, and search
the rooms to see that the individuals in-
volved were not on the premises, and were
no lorwer resident there. When a person

moves from one place to another, the onus
is on him to make a fresh claim. Every pre-
caution is taken by the department before
names are removed from the roll. If the
authorities had to verify every claim, they
would he unable to do the job unless a great
deal of expense was incurred.

Mr. Mfarshall: If one person says of an-
other that he is no longer in a certain place,
that is quite sufficient for the department,
and out lie goes.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No one
claims that the system is absolutely per-
feet, but a reasonably efficient job) is made
of the enrolments. I would have no objec-
tion to the amendment if it could be demon-
strated that it was possible to take reason-
able precautions to ascertain that a par-
ticular p~erson did not reside on the pre-
mnises. .It may well be that such person
would not desirte to bea known as living there,
for reasons of his own.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to o-.70 po.m.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. W"TiTHERS: I do not know how
Subelause 3 could be amended to provide
for difficulties that have arisen in the Bun-
bury electorate from time to time. After
certain individuals were notified that their
names had beens struck off the roll because
it did not appear that they were residing
at the given addresses, they submitted
claimi cards for re-enrolmnent and were
enrolled on the supplementary' list.
Against their tnines, however, appeared
the words. "Stuck off roll." Because
of that, they were refused the right
to exercise the franchise at the last elec-
tion. They overcame the difficulty by
driving to another polling booth where
they were able to record their votes. I
would like the Minister to look into the
matter. Perhaps it could be dealt with
when we consider Clause 108.

Clause putl and passed.

Clauses 26 to 30-agreed to.

Clause 31-Amalgamation of rolls:

Air. MlARSHALL: The clause provides
that whenever the Minister so directs, the
roll and supplementary rolls may'A be printed
in nin amialgamnated form. I suggest that
the Minister should direct the Chief Elec-
toral Officer to issue annual rolls. That is
specially necessaryv for Assembly members
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because their electors are more of the no-
madic type than, are those whose names ap-
pealr on the rolls for the Legislative Coun-
cil. The Murchison State roll is a posi-
tive disgrace to all concerned. I amn the
only person in the Murchison electorate
who has anything like an tip to date roll,
and that is because I secured from the
Cief Electoral Officer one of the latest
":pulls,": so that I could get somewhere near
to the position in my constituency. The
system that has beens adopted so far by the
Electoral Department has been anything
hut efficient. They' are quite ready to
strike off inames, but it is a different
matter when it comes to en rolments.
Apart frjoin the departmental canvass that
may be made in certain electorates every
three years or- so, the other electorates re-
main in a state of chaos. There are at
least 3,000 personls in the Murchison elec-
torates, whose names do not appea r on the
roll. The obligation should not lie on a
miember of Parliament to place persons on
the roll.

The Minister for Justice: What :about
the mining, registrars?

Mr. NIARSHALL,: I will 'lot ask the
mining reg' istrars in in.% electorate to do
any extra work. They have enough to do
now. The mining registrars are agents for
all sorts of Government departments, and
have to act in many capacities. In fact,
they ought to be 1)rovided wvith electric
batteries to enable them to keep) going.
The Chief Electoral Officer should devise
some other method by which the work of
enrolment may be undertaken. If wye are
to compel people to be enrolled, we should
provide them with better facilities.

The 'Minister for Justice: There are
plenty of claim cards available, and enrol-
ments cflt be effected at post offices, with
mining registrars, and so forth.

Air. MARSHALL: The postal official., in
the main are fairly careful, and send out
State and Federal cards; but we should not
rely upon the Federal authorities for our
work.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 32 and 33-aereed to.

Clause 34-Regulations mnay provide
method of preparation of roll:

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Has the clause
any bearinz upon Clause 25?

T he -AUNISTERt FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
When the niames of persons have been
struck off, and those concerned have
prove(I they are entitled to be enrolled,
their names arc reinstated on the roll.
This clause gives the Chief Electoral
Officer power to place the names of such
people oil the roll again.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 35 to 39-agreed t(

Clause 40-Compulsory enrolment for
Assembly:

Honi. C. 0. LATHAMt: The remarks of
the member for 'Murchison draw attention
to the fact that in the past little attempt
has been Made by the Electoral Depart-
ment to enforce compulsory enrolment.

The Minister for -Justice. That is so.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I would like an

assurance from the Minister that the de-
partment wvill act differently in future. It
is useless retaining such a provision in
legislation unless it is to be enforced, other-
wise the position will become farcical.
Usuallyv candidates are active in securing
enrolmnents just before elections, but they
are the least qualified for the work.

The Minister for Justice: Not the least
qualified, but they should not he expected
to do it.

lHon. C. G. LATWTAM3: I am afraid that
if there is any doubt about the individual's
p~olitieal faith;, his -laim card is not sent
in as expeditiously, as it would be if his
polities had a different flavour. I have
known instances of people, who have re-
sided in a district for years, having their
names struck off the roll, and no acti ' n
lake,, regarding them, although the return-
inig office had been notified.

The AflNISTER FOR JUSTICE : It is
the intention of the Government to endeav-
our to enforce the provision regarding com-
pulsory enrolment. There has been such a
tremendous migration of electors from one
part of the State to another, particularly
during the period when relief work was
made available, that difficulty has been ex-
perienced. Mfen have been sent from one
electoral district to another on part-time
work and have been so situated that they
were really not entitled to be enrolled at all,
because thiey were never in one particular
district, or at one specific address, suffi-
ciently long to enable them to become eliz-
ible. To prosecute persons in such cir-curn-
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stances w~ould not. be justifiable. The same
position arises in connection with the min-
ing industry. Upwards of 3,000 men have
been employed on the Government prospect-
ing scheme and, after working in one centre
for a week or two, they move to a different
district and continue doing so while they
do not consider their prospects at any par-
ticular centre are satisfactory. Apart from
them, there are thousands of people who
do not remain in any one place for more
than seven or eight weeks at a time. In
those circumstances it would be unjust to
institute wholesale prosecutions against'
people so unfortunately placed. But in set-
tied areas, where people have plenty of op-
portunity for enrolment and wilfully neglect
that opportunity, some prosecutions will
certainly take place unless those people rise
to their responsibilities. We are having a
count made in some districts with a view
to getting the rolls up to date as soon as
possible. If people will not obey the law
and become enrolled, prosecutions will cer-
tainly follow. At one stage the Federal
Electoral Department were particularly
keen on prosecutions, and I have heard menl
say tha~t they must get on the Federal roll
else they would he fined, but that it did not
matter so much about the State roll. Hlowv-
ever, during the last five or six years no
State Government could be blamed for the
state of the rolls, because there has been
tremendous mig-ration from one district to
another. Many of those people moving
about have not yet settled down, and do not
know where they arc going to settle because
they arc not in sufficiently permanent em-
ploymnent. It would not be Justifiable to
prosecute such people for not being on the
roll. However, if the department go to the
tro6ble and expense of getting the rolls up
to date, and if due announcement is made
that prosecutions will follow, nobody can
And any fault with that, and it should have
a good effect in keeping the rolls up to date.
This policy will be put into operation very
shortly now.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 41-agreed to.

Clause 42-Removal of names repeated on
roll:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: This clause gives
the Chief Electoral Officer power to remove
names from the roll. Frequently father and
son have exactly the same name. When the

son reaches the age of 21 years he applies
to have his name put or. the roll. The
registrar, on receiving the application,
strikes off all the same names already on
the roll. We should make provision that
no0 names shall be struck off the roll with-
out authentic authority. I move an amend-
mnet-

Thlat at the endt of the clause the following
be added: -"Provided that no names shall be
remioved1 until notification has been served on
all suelh persons.''

Again, we have had instances of persons
dlyinig in a district and the registrar, hay-
ing sent along the necessary notification,

the Electoral Department strikes out all
such names. If we make it compulsory for
everybody to have his name on the roll,
we should take every precaution against
improperly striking off any names.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
no objection to the principle contained in
the amendment. I agree that we should
take every possible precaution against
wrong-Fully striking off niames from the roll.

Mr. T&fDONALD: I think the word
''served'' in the amnendmient is technically
wrong. It might be more workable if the
amendment read 'until notification has
been sent to the person objected to at his
,address appearing on the State roll.''

Mr. WAINSBROUGH: [ have had a curi-
ous experience in my district. For ten
years I have been trying to have a name
struck off the roll. This mail has two pro-
perties in the district. In the one instance
his christian name appears as '"John'" and
in the other as "'John .Jam~es." Conse-

qluently hie gets twvo notices, addressed
really to the same Person. T have been
trying for 10 years to get that name off the
roll.

Honi. C. G. L.A'HAMf: I have so objec-
rio,, to the suggestion made by tile me1m-
her for West Perth. With y our leave, Mr.
Chairmnani, I will alter my amendmnen t to
read-

Provideed that no ilalucs shall be removed
until nsotificatin, has been sent to all[ such
persons.

Amendment put and passed; thle clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 43-Alteration (of rolls:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Unless the Minis-
ter can tell me the reason for this. I pro-
pose to move to strike ont paragraph (b).
I suppose this was inserted in the original
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Act, when there was no compulsory enrol-
ment, Surely it was never intended that
because a man writes in saying he wants
his name taken off the roll, the registrar
should be compelled to take it off. What-
ever may have been the reason Cor it, we
no longer need that provision.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
no explanation of it. At the same time,
it has been there for 25 years and no com-
plaint has heen made. Of course, if a mian
shonid make application to he enrolled for
aI certain district and at the same time
notify the (lepartmnut that hie was already
entrolled for somie other district, that provi-
sion would apply.

I-on. C. G. Lathamn: But that is provided
for in parag-raph (c).

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
so it is.

lion, C. Gi. Latham: If the Minister
will give mec an assurance that be will loon
into this, I shall be satisfied for the time
being.

The MNINISTER, FOR JUSTICE: Yes, I
will do that.

Mr. RODORE BA: This mayv have rela-
tion to the Council rolls, for which there
is no compulsion. I should sa '- that is the
reason why this provision is to he found
in the Act.

Mr. MAR-SHALL: And there is- another
reason. When enrolling people who have
just arrived in the district, a candidate
cannot say exactly in which electorate
those people were last enrolled. Ta those
circumstances it is customairy for the can-
didate Jo write on the claint card "no
other electorate." Then the Chief Elec-
toral Officer finds out that those people now
enrolled for, say 'Murchison, were previ-
ously enrolled for Swan. and so hie writes
to the registrar of the Swamn district and
the name is struck off that roll.

Hon. C. GI. Latham: But paragraph (c)
provides for that.

Mr, -MAR-SHALL: No, it does not. Read
thle first two lines of the clause. "In addi-
tion to other powers of alteration con-
ferred by the Act." How could the Chief
Electoral Officer know that it was one and
the sanie person. unless that person wrote
in about it!

Clause put aind passed.

Clause 4A-Time for altering rolls:

E~on. C. G. LATHAM: Does this mean
that thle r-olls will close at 6 o'clock in the
afternoon of: the dlay of' thle issue of tile
writ?

The Minister for Justice: Yes.
hon. C. G. LATHA-M: Onl one occasion

they did not close till mid night. I should
like to make sure that we are bringing this
into line with the provisions for the Legis-
lative Council, If we fix this at 6 o'clock
mere for the closing time of thle roll, it
would mean that no nmamnes received after 6
o'clock would bie admitted.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is righit. Previously the names were not
enrolled when the claims were received;
they had to lie for a period of a fortnight
befiore the envolient was made. Under
thle existing law no claim received within
14 days; of thle issue of the writ can be en-
rolled. Under this measure claims received
uip to 6 p.m. on the day of the issue of the
writ will be enrolled. The difference is
that claimants will have an extra fortnight.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 45 to 'IS3-agreed to.

Clause 49-Persons entrusted with
claims nmust give receipt and forwnard
eli forthwith:

Mr. RODOREDA: The 'Minister indi-
cated that hie would accept an amendment to
overcomne the drastic nature of the words
"shall forthwith" transmit the claim to
the registrar. I' suggest substituting thle
words "at the first possible oppprtumuity."

Hon. 0. G. Lathamn: "Forthwith" would
Cover that.

Mr. RODOREDA: Tie provision might
be satisfactory for the city, but in the
conutry conditions are different. An of-
fender would he liable to a penalty not ex-
ceeding £50. A person might withhold
claim cards merely throughL negligence and
still lie subject to that Penalty.

The -MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Fears
of what mighbt transpire are not likely to
be realised in practice. Some enthusiast
might allegeP that a person had received a
claim card and had taken a drink at the
hotel before lodging the claim. Such an
allegation would be extravagant. AMl that
the department desire is that the claim
cards shal not he wilfully withheld.

Ron. C. G. Lathmmm: Retain the words as
printed.
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The.
dictionary meaning of "forthwith" is
"without delay." I would be prepared to
substitute "without delay" or "without un-
reasonable delay."

Mr, Thorn: I suggest "at the earliest
possible moment."

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
mneans "forthwith.'

Hon. C. G. Latham: People in the bak
country would not be asked to do some-
thing that was imnpossible.

Th MINISTER FOR? JUSTICE:
A teording to the law, for one person to
place his hand on another's shoulder con-
stitutes. n assault, but such a law is not
harshly administered. The object of the pro-
vision is to prevent abutses that have
occurred.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Particularly is that
so in connection with licensing polls.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
I explained that on the second reading.

Mr. Rodoreda: T accept the Minister',s
explanation.

Mr. NEEDHIAM: In other parts of the
measure certain times are sjpecified. The
objection of the member for Roebourne
could he overcome hy inserting a specified
timie. I suggest "not later than seven days?'

The M1INISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
could not be applied in some of the outback
areas. Claim curds received six days be-
fore the issue of the writ could be held until
the day after the writ was issued.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 50-Registration of claims:

Mfr. RODOREDA: Subelause 6 provides
that the registrar shall give notice to a
person whose claim has been rejected. Sub-
clause 8 provides that an appeal may be
lodged by sending a notice in thq prescribed
form. One calendar month within the time
of receiving the notice is allowed. That
would not give the claimant suffcient time
as he would have to write to the registrar
requesting to be supplied with a form on
which to set forth his appeal. T suggest
adding to Suhelause 6 the words "and shall
send him at notice of appeal in the pre-
scribed form?. A letter stating grounds of
appeal should suffice, without insistence on
the prescribed form,

The MITNISTER FOR JUSTICE: In the
absence of a prescribed forn, the person
objeeting- would] freqlu~mtlv send a letter

om~itting particulars essential to the regis-
trar in arriving4 at a decision. I would agree
to thme insertion of words directing that the
notice shall b;e accompanied by the pre-
scribed form.

Mr. R.ODOBEDA: I move an amend-
nient-

That the following be added to Subclaise
6:--'&nd such notice shall be accompa~nied
by the prescribed for,, ais provided in Sub-
sectionl 8.''

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. C. G. LtVTHAM: I move an amend-
nient-

Vint in Suhclausc .11 the following words
be0 struck out:-' 'lit no reasons for the re-
jection shall he tonsidered, except such as have
1been furnished by tIhc Chief Electoral. Officer."'

The person objecting should lie permitted
to state his reasons.

,'ho IMINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Trhe
Chief Electoral Officer is the person object-
nig. The words in question represent a
safeguiard to the elector, by preventing the
Chief Electoral Officer from raisingr other
objections than those set out in the notice.

Hon. C. . La thea: I ask leave to wvith-
draw the amendmnent.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause as amiended, put and passed.

Clause 51-Objections to enrolment:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Subelause 2 stipu-
lates a deposit of 2s. 6d. Not long- ago at
Kataniiing- 140 names were objected to, and
140 half-crowns had to be deposited. A
maximum of £5 by way of deposit ight
lie fixed. Would the Minister accept that
sug-gestion?

The Minister for Justice: Yes,' provided]
it applied to a number of objections
mnade simultaneously.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I move an amend-
ment-

That the following lie 'idded to Sube'Iause 2-:
-'Provided that when a number of objece-
tieas are lodged at the one timie, the nizasi-
mnunm arnount required to lbe lodged shall not
exceed £5. "

The MINISTER FOR .IUST.["CE:- I have-
no objection to the amendment. Of course
there should not lie poweor to objert to every-
one on the roll by making, a. detpiosit of £5.
This is guarded against by the registrar
having power to declare objections, to he
frivolous and in that case muletiag the obi-
jector in costs considerably exceeding the
deposit of £E5.
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Air. ROIJOREDA: I should like to see the
deposit made 10s. instead of 2s. 6Id. The
amndnment limits objections to 40 at hal f-a-
crown. Ali applicant might be willing- to
pay' fat' more than £0 in order to bea enabled
to oIbject to namles at the time of the issue
of the writ. In the North-WNest niln velc-
tors live onl stations, the post town being
merely their p)ostal address. Ali infinity of
trouble has been caused to people in the
North-West by.) being struck off the roll
because of not being in at postal del iveryv
airea.

Air. NEEDiHAM: I hope the aiendinent
will not be earied. Aty one objecting to if
name onl the roll should not do so lightl I . A
maau or- an organisation taking the stand of
objecting without adequnate grounds slhoul d
bear the costs. Some people mnake a ]nob], 'v
of objecting to names on the roll. The cost
of lodging objections should 1)0 increased
rather than lessened. The infliction of the
penalty for frivolous objections is more
honoured in the breach than the observanice.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM1: Parag-raph (10)
provides that the registrar mar declare the
objection frivolous and r'equirie the objector,
not being, anl officer, to par costs upl to £2.
in the absence of that provision I would not
have moved] my amendment. The desirec is
to make it eas 'y for people to get onl the roll,
and having secured that right we now have
all amendment to make it as eas 'y as possible
to take names off the roll. Up to date 2s. 6Id.
has been the cost of lodging all objection,
and that has curtailed the number of objec-
tions in the past. What w'ill happen now
will be that it will be made easy, and the
objections will not be restricted to a few, but
will be made en masse on the patnent.of £5.

.%It. Needham: 'Mass production.
Mr. MARSHALL: Exactly%. If the clause

provided for the Chief Electoral Officer
taking action, that would be all tight. I am
in accord with the Bill as it is printed, and
I hope the M1inister will not agree to any
alteration. The Leader of the Opposition
should realise that the law is equnitable as it
is. If there is a rig-htful contention that a
person is wvrongly enrolled, the amount of
2s. 6Id. is little enough then for the lodging
of anl objection. We .should not dis-
franchise people.

Mr. OLOEY:I also hope that the
Minister will stick to the Bill. Whilst not
ag-reeing entirely with the remarks of the
previous speaker, I canl see that there is a

good deal of truth in what he says, that the
amendment will make it easier for. people to
lodge objections. It would be possible to
lodge thousands of objections onl the pay-
ment of £-5, and it would be possible also to
find that those objections were frivolous.
We should discourage that id ( of thing-. I
hope the M1inister will stick to thle Bill as
it is.

Mrit. WITI-h 'RS: [ also hope that the
aniendnien t. w'ill not 1)e agreed to. What it
is possible to do in connettion with the
lodging, (if objections was forcibly brought
home to fil ait the last elections in connec-
tion wvith the supplementary rolls it, my
electorate. Some 20-odd names were oh-
jected to. Those namnes wvere submitted to
the registrtar. but niot to inc. a id they' were
disfranchised at the election. ]f we agree
to the proposal of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the lodgeing- of objections wilt be
facilitated, anad we shall have manny mtore.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes -

Noes

-Majority against..

Mt r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
NJ r.

Latliam
MetArty
iiiann
Patrick
Seward

Mr. iolayi
Mr. Clothier
MrT. Coverier
Mr. Cross
Mir. Fox
Mr. Heaney
miss Notma.
Mr. tAmhert
Mr. Meflonald
%It' Marshall
Mr. Millintgton
"' Malonle,
Mir. Ilunsi

A v
Mr. J. It. Smith

Arcs.
Mr.
fr.

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
%fr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
.Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Stubbs
Thorn
Welgh
Volley

2.5

16

(Tell.,r1

Needhain
Nortb
Nulsen
Raphael
Rodloreda
Samnpson
F. C. L. Smith
W..abrcolh
Witleock
Wise
W.ithers
Wilson

PATH.

YM. Collier

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. RODOREDA: Subelause 9 deals
with objections to names on the rolls andl
should he consequentially amended. I move
an amendment-

That the following words be added to Sub-
clause !) -'and a notice of appeal in the pre-
scribed forrn shall be sent to the claimant.''

The IMINISTER FORl JUSTICE; I
think the bon. member means that a copy
of the prescribed form of appeal shall be
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forwarded to the claimant. In what form scribed form of the transfers of titles of
was the previous amendment moved?

The CHAIRMAN: The wording was
''and such notice shall be accompanied by
the prescribed form as provided in Sub-
clause S.'"

Mr. RODOREDA: I think that wording
is preferable. I ask leave to withdraw the
amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. RODOREDA: I move anl amend-
ment-

That tbe following w ords be added to Sub-
chmise 9:-'' ndi such notice slhall be scant.
planed b ' the prescribed forn.

Amendment put and passed.

Mlr. NEEDILAM_%: Sublcla use 22, para-
graph (a), relates to an elector against
whom all objection, has been lodged and in
respect to which objection a decision has
not been reached. Should anl election
occur, the elector would be entitled to vote
as an absent voter hut not in person. Why
not? Avote in absentia is just as effective
as is a vote in person, so long as it is a
valid vote.

The MINISTER FOE JUSTICE: If a
person wvho is lawfully entitled to vote has
an objection lodged against him, and the
appeal does not come off before the elec-
tion, he should not be debarred from re-
cording bis vote. Subsequently it may be
proved that he had no right to vote, but on
the other hand it may be proved he had
every right to do so. The adoption of the
absentee form enables the ballot paper to
be starred and readily identified if subse-
quently it is found that the person con-
cerned had no right to vote. The present
system permits a man to sign a declaration
that he is entitled to vote, and his vote
stands, but the proposed system -will make
for greater safeguards.

Clause, as previouslY amended, put and
passed.

Clause 52-Registrar General to furnish
monthly lists:

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH; The qualification
of holding- a title to a property is just as
important as other qualifications which can
he referred to the Registrar General. I
should like to see added after the word
"husband'' in paragraph (b) the follow-
ing:-"The Registrar of Titles during
every month in each year shall forward to
the C'hief Electoral Officer a list in the pre-

land which have been effected during the
P receding month, together with tile names
of thle transferee and transferror." Very
often a property changes hands, hut the
qualifications remain in the name of the
original owner. Subsequently the new
owner may have his name put on the roll,
and his namne as well as that of the pre-
vious owner is allowed to remain in asso-
ci ati on with that p~roperty. I know of
three persons, all living in different places,
being allowed to hold the qualification for
the same block of lanld.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. muember
had better introduce his proposal as a new
clause when we reach the end of the Bill.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 63-Inspector General of the In-

sane to furnish monthly lists:
Mr. SAM.PSON: I move anl ameud-

mnent-
That ins line 2 of page 29 thle words "'or

reception hlouse"' be struck out.

The reception house at Point Heatheote
does not take in insane persons, because it
is provided that an insane person must be
certified to by two doctors. Point Heath-
cote already suffers a good deal of odium
because of the impression that the inmates
are insane, whereas in nearly all cawes they
are people who are subsequently restored
to normal mentality.

Mr. CROSS: I suggest the hon. member
should withdraw his amendment, and
allow Rue to move another that will more
closely fill the bill. My amendment is to the
effect that the paragraph shall apply to
the i 'nmates of a hospital or reception
house who have been certified as insane.
That would not debar from the right to
vote any person wrho had not been declared
insane.

Mr. SEWARWD: I am inclined to agree
with thle member for Swan. Lemnos is a
reception home. Recently there camne under
my notice the ease of a returned soldier for
w-hon) I was trying to obtain a pension. He
was admitted to Lesmos, although there
was and is no doubt as to his sanityv. Under
the cia use as it stands, that soldier's name
would have been notified to tile Chief
Electoral Officer for striking off the roil.

Hon. ,C. G. LATHEAMN: It is useless to
hide the fact that at L[emnos and Point
Heatheote there are persons who could not



[8 OCTOBER, 1935.) 0I

possibly act sanely for two minutes. The
case instanced by the member for Pingelly
would rectify- itself. A list of inmates of
these institutions is furnished monthly to
the Chief Electoral Registrar. The inmates
cannot be described as sanie, and it would be
preIposterou~s to have insane personls voting.

Mr. MOLOKNEY: I agree with the Leader
of the Opposition. The member for Swan
is going the wrong way about achieving his
desire. The proper method is that sug-
gested by the member for Canning. it
would be a travesty of reason to agree with
either the member for Swan or the mnember
for Pingelly. Au open go should not be
given to inmates of the two institutions men-
tioned, irrespective of one of them being
for returned soldiers. In most eases those
inmates are not competent to exercise the
vote.

MWiss H0Lt1 MAN: I would like the inem-
her for SM-an to withdraw his amendment
in favour of that suggested by the member
for Canning. A man or a woman may go
into a reception home in the last week of
the mionth, and the Chief Electoral Officer
would instruct the registrar to strike the
name of that man or woman off Ate roll
straight away, although in the meantime the
person had been discharged from the re-
ception home.

,Mr. SA-AIPSON: No one who -is insane
can be placed in the reception home at Point
Ifeatliote.

Hon. C. (1. Latham. Have you seen the
p~atieflts there?

Mr. SAMPSON: Unless an inmate is cer-
tified to be insane, the provision does not
apply- It is not possible for any certified
insane person to be held at Point Hleatheote.
Thle members for Canning and Subiaco have
gathered a wrong view of the institution. A
person certified insane is taken to a hos-
pital for insane. The clause presupposes
that inmates of Point Heatheote are insaine.

Members: No.
Mr. SAM-NPSON.\: The clause spenks of

"a hospital or reception house for the in-
.sane." The inmates at Point Heatheote
have not been certified insane. Considera-
tion should be extended to cases of nervous
debility.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMf: If the hon. mnem-
bar read the clause carefully he would rea-
lise that what he has stated is incorrect.
The clause refers to the reception houses
for the insane. If the contention is that

it applies to Heathcote and] there are no
insane people there, then the amendment
'will not affect them. The member for
Wagin and I know the condition of somne
of the inmates in Heatheote and Lemno.,
for we saw some of thenm and there is no
hope whatever of some of the patients
ever leaving the inistitutions. Probably
because their relatives can. afford to pay
for them, the inmates are permitted to stay
Fo- a longer pei-iod than otherwise would be

aloe.As the member for- Swan po inted
out, there are niany insane people held in
otier- places. throughout the State.

The -Minister for Justice: A lot of them.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It would be dan-

gerous to allow their vote to be exercised
by some other person.

Amend mont put and neg-atived -

Mir. CROSS: I have sonic knowledge of
what happened before, and I do not want
similar things to occur again. There may
be reception homes for the insane, and the
inmates include some who have mn been
certified as insaine. In order to make the
position clear, I move an amendment-

That in line 7 after "isae the words.
4who lhas beeni certified as insane'' be. in-

st rted -

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 54 to 65-agreed to.

Clause 60-Candidates to nominate:

Mir. F. C. IL. SMITH: Subelause 2 says
that no person who is disqualified from
being elected ats a member of the Council
or of the Assembly shall nominate himself
as a candidate for an election for the Coun-
cil or for the- Assembly, and if he does
nominate, his nomination shall be void.
Has regard been had to the fact that an
individual may be qualified for the As-
semably but not for the Council? For in-
stance, a candidate has to be 30 years of
age before he can qualify for a seat in
ths, Legislative Council, hunt that age is
not necessary before a person can nom in-
ate for a seat in the Assembly.

The 31HNISTER FOR JUSTICE: I think
the drafting of the clause is quite clear.
Fornmerly if a p~erson was not qualified, he
could nominate, and perhaps be elected.
Nctaon to prevent him from taking his
seat could be taken only after all that ex-
pense had oeen involvedi. 'Now the momin-
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ation will become void from the outset.
A lot of consideration wvas given to this
clause, and I think it is all right.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 67 to 72-agreed to.

Clause 73-Deposit to be forfeited in
certain cases:

Mr. RAPHAEL: I move an amend-
mnent-

Thait in line 5 'one-fifth '' be struck out
and "one-third'' inserted in lieu.
At miany elections wve meet with some pro-
fessional men who have seized the oppor-
tunity to evade the rule of their organisa-

tinor controlling body that they shall not
advertise. These menl nominate themselves
as candidates for the elections, knowing
that they have no chance of success and
earing nothing about losing their deposits,
which they regard as the price of the
advertisement they get out of the elec-
lion. At the last elections, one loan lost his
deposit and another saved his by only the
narrowest of margins. No mail who has
every chance of winning anl election should
be put to the expense of fighting that
election it the opposing candidate is a can-
didate merely for the purpose of advertis-
ing his business. So I propose that in-
stead of a manl losing his deposit if he
fails to obtain at the election a number
of votes above one-fifth of the number of
votes polled by the successful candidate, he
shall Jose it if lie fails to obtain one-third
of that number.

Mr. LAMBERT: I disagree with tue
views of the hon. member. The widest pos-
silel scope should be given to candidates
standing for Parliament. I do not think
we have the right to lay down a penal
provision such as is embodied in the amend-
ment. I warn the Committee against the
departure suggested by the hon. member.
A person should not be penalised by the
loss of his deposit merely because he fails
to obtain one-third of th votes polled by
the successful candidate.

IMr. Thorn: Do you think there is some
ulterior motive behind the amendment?

Mr. LAMBERT: Possibly there is. The
Committee would be wrongly advised to
impose a penal clause against prospective
candidates for parliamentary elections.

Mr. HEONEY: 1, too, will oppose the
amendment, for I think the existing pro-

vision has worked very well in the past-
I know it did in my electorate.

Mr. RAPHAEL: If there be one candi-
date who is not at all likely to be de-
feated at the election, the State should
not be put to the expense of holding all
election. I hope the Committee will agree
with the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 74 to 76-agreed to.

Clause 77-Voting in absence:

Mr. NORTH: I propose to move an
amendment that in line 4 of paragraph (b)
of Subclause 1 ''declaration of nomina-
tions'' be struck out and ''issue of writ''
inierted in lieu. The member for WVest
Perth, when discussing this o1) the seco-id
reading, pointed out the necessity for hav-
ing a longer time for making application
to the Chief Electoral Officer or a registrar
for a ballot paper. If I move the pro-
posed amendment and it be agreed to, I
think the point stressed by the mnember
for West Perth will be gained.

Progress reported.

ADJOURliXENT-ROYAL SHOW,

THE MIVNISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Wilieck -Geraldton) [9.81): 1
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Thursday, the 10th October.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.32 p.m.


